
From… 

http://www.acbl.org/about-acbl/administration/acbl-handbook/v-
other-club-games/#ship 

I. CRUISE SHIPS 

The ACBL sanctions duplicate games as part of the social program aboard cruise ships. Any ship that conducts 
sanctioned bridge games must pay an annual sanction fee. This fee permits the ship to conduct sanctioned games on 
all its cruises for the entire year. A letter of permission from the cruise line authorizing a director to conduct a bridge 
program on the ship for a calendar year must accompany the sanction application. 

The ACBL will sanction games on a ship for a single cruise that does not exceed 30 days, charging a sanction fee. 
There is one sanction fee for cruises of one to seven days and a larger sanction fee for cruises of eight to 30 days. 
See Appendix G. Whoever receives sanctions for cruise ships are expected, within the constraints placed upon them 
by the cruise lines, to actively promote ACBL for the purpose of recruiting new members. 

ACBL defines the duration of a cruise as the period from the time the ship leaves the port of embarkation until it either 
returns to that port or terminates the advertised cruise at a different port. A 40-day cruise to the Orient, for example, is 
a single cruise, and would fall under the annual ship rate (see Appendix G). 

Cruise ships need not hold club masterpoint games at regularly scheduled intervals. Since the games are part of the 
social activity, they must suit the convenience of the players. The technical operation of the games must follow the 
regulations set forth for most sanctioned club games, with the following exceptions: 

• There are no table and session fees, and the director of the sanctioned cruise game does 
not have to submit a Monthly Financial Report form. 

• When 18 or more boards are played, the awards will follow the scale of 80% of open games. 
• When 12-17 boards are played, the current scale of 50% of open games will apply. 
• Directors also may hold Newcomer games if warranted. 
• ACBL regulations require that these games have a club or higher rated director. 

As a supplement to the cruise games authorized, cruise championships may be scheduled in accordance 

with the following regulations: 

• A limit of one cruise championship event every 14 days may be held during the cruise. The 
event may be of one or two sessions. Typical cruise championship events are open pairs, 
men’s and women’s pairs, mixed pairs, and individuals. 

• Masterpoint awards for cruise championships are 80% of an open game championship. 
Players who earn masterpoints in a cruise game receive their points from ACBL. 

Directors or managers on cruise ships need not pay the per table session fees, but must submit club 
masterpoint reports to ACBL at the end of the cruise. The report should include the dates of the 
cruise, name of the ship, and the cruise sanction number. Send the report to cruisepoints@acblorg. 

J. LAND CRUISES 

The sanction fees for land cruises are the same as they are for ship cruises. The only difference is that 
the “cruise” is held on land. Land cruises that operate at a single site in an ACBL country for more than 14 
days will be sanctioned as a club game and report as one. All other land cruises held in an ACBL country 
that are open to all ACBL members will be able to award masterpoints at full open club value. ACBL 
would consider, for example, a sanctioned bridge game held over a weekend at a vacation resort as a 
single land cruise. 
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