Matters A
being some thoughts prompted by hal

Play Before You Bid

Does anybody not enjoy bidding slams? There may
moment or two of nervousness involved, but
pleasure that results from successfully landing su
contract is surely worth this.

The first step in any successful slam hunt is a realis
that one might be there. | employ three triggers, any
of which suffices to set off on the slam trail. These
33 points and no fit, 31 points with an 8 card fit, an
most 12 losers with an 8 card fit.

You are West on Monday's board 11. Y

ﬁQ 532 open 1S and hear 4S from partner, wh

AKQS85 as you've agreed nothing sophisticI
could be any hand on which partner thi

93 4S makes. With a mere 4 losers in h

opposite a prssumed 7 you get excited and try 4NT
says partner - 3 Aces. Now what?

Consider the likely play. No trump losers barring a 4

partner's AC and AH, unless the AH is singlet
Diamond losers are in short supply too regardles
partner's length in the suit. 7S methinks.

KQ532 AJ987
K A103
93 AQ86

In practice East has many possible replies to their

partner's 1S opening.

2NT, Jacoby, for those who play it, showing a ga
going hand with spade support. Continuations
according to partnership agreement.

Others might choose 4D, splinter, agreeing spades
showing a diamond shortage.

Natural bidders not wanting to bid 4S immediately
try 2C and await developments, which will be 2D or
according to style.

Certainly though, whenever West takes over with 4
their thoughts on hearing 3 Aces should be to bid 75

The losing trick count is no more an infallibe guide t
the point count. In order to counter its weaknes
players may apply adjustments such as

« when thinking of making a jump raise, add
a loser if the hand is aceless,
e subtract a loser from the trumps if the fit is
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known to be at least 9 cards,

if the point count clearly says bid more
strongly than the LTC does, go with the
points.

be a

East has a 6 loser hand, which becomes 5 if subtrac
one for a known 9 card spade fit. Maybe it will be E:i
ilgther than West who is triggered into going for slam.

one

are 1S ANT
0 at 5D 5NT
7S

O%ould be the auction using ordinary Blackwood if Ez
IG3ok over immediately. Note that although it is Ee
king the questions West stays awake and bids 7
on as they know partner has three Aces.

w do they know that East has 3 Aces? Because
"Bid 5NT which is normally taken to promise all tf
Aces (all the key cards if using Roman Key Ce
Blackwood).

¥ doubt someone somwhere will claim that the Ki
break. No hearts to lose. Clubs taken care of QM

swer may help them choose between 6NT and 6

OByjt, so that 5SNT might mean there is an ace miss

St it would be a disaster on this hand. Simply replyi
6S to show the three Kings would lead East to pa:
they don't know which King is missing and will not t
able to assess whether the Grand would be a good s

10
Q75
J10763
KJ75

64
J98642
94
1042
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A103

KQ532
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ime 93

ary
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and

ill
3D
7S is every bit as good a contract as anticipated
NAest. A club goes on AH, and with a 10 card fit ever
_trumps are 3-0 both small diamonds from the W
hand can be ruffed.

nan
5SES




Finesse Or Break

charge of stopping the diamonds from runnir
However defenders don't always act as they should.

Note that T1 had to be won in hand on this line to ret
YAC as entry to the fourth diamond if it can t
J' established.

a
Idea 3

Try to keep East off lead.

Win T1 in hand and lead a diamond. If West pla
amomething bigger than the 8 duck from table, hop
Zhat even if East can overtake they are too lazy to t
alo so and switch to a spade. West of course can't
nglou - a spade lead from them would be Christmas -
N1es0 again you get to fully test the diamonds.

6 Another slam hand from Monday

AKS854 saw some NSs in 6H or 6NT. This

AKS83 one is not certain, but think your

A109 thoughts for handling 6NT by S on
small club lead.

23

- Assuming a 3-2 heart break you g@
see 11 tricks - AS, 5 hearts,

AQ93 diamonds, 3 clubs. Possibilities fof

Q102 12th trick lie in the spade finesse a

642 in a 3—3 diamond break allowing tk

KQ7 long diamond to score.

The finesse is a straight 50-50 chance, whereas th
only a 35% chance that diamonds will break 3-3. 1
doesn't mean we go straight for the finesse though fi
an ideal world we would wish to give ourselves b
chances.

Taking advantage of an even diamond break invg
losing one. However if you play 3 rounds of diamo
from the top and the suit is 4-2 you will end up losin
diamond tricks. Thus our plan is to lose a diamg
regain the lead and cash AK D to see whther
diamonds break. If they do we are home, if they d
then fall back on the spade finesse.

We see that there is a problem with this ideal scer
in that if East wins the diamond and switches to a s
we are forced to guess whether to take the spade fi
before we know whether the diamonds have broken

| can see no sure way around this problem, but ther|
several ideas one might try.

Idea 1

Rise with AC at T1 and lead a small diamond. East
well win this trick, but the hope is that this early in p
they will simply return partner's suit (a club) and y
get to fully test the diamonds before deciding whe
you need the spade finesse.

Idea 2
Win T1 in hand and run the hearts, discarding spade

The hope here is that a defender will discard a dian
on the hearts.

Then it would be safe to test the diamonds from the
If a short hand had discarded diamonds they will s
out on the K warning you that the other hand hg
diamond winners. If the long hand discarded
diamonds or the suit was originally 3-3 then b
follow to the second diamond and you know you
afford to lose to the remaining diamond.

A defender with 4 diamonds should not be discar
one on the hearts as they can see 4 diamonds on

If however West plays small on the diamond you v
with the K, return to hand with a club and lead anotl
crdiggnond. Again you are hoping that the safe ha
‘hafest, gets on lead, but this time you will have to dt
oiffigm table regardless of what West plays, bar show
o@ut, as we know we daren't test the diamonds
playing three rounds from the top.
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e_ﬁq% lesser chance of the diamond break is the one
works here, so certainly you will want to have giw
yourself the chance of discovering it. Which, if any,
the three ideas given would work against your partict

magponents is difficult to predict, but you are not allow

ayo relate a hard luck story if you went down on the bz

oof a failed spade finesse without trying any of the idt

thigir fitting in a test of the diamonds too. Remember,
you don't give the opponents a chance to go wrong 1
won't.
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er in



All Suits Contribute

AK108 14
AJ7 Q832
10764 AK2

Jo Q1084

With NS silent West opens INT on this hand fr
Tuesday, and one can anticipate a Stayman au
ending in 3NT, though for some it ended in 2NT.

Which suit would you tackle first in 3NT on the lead| of;

a small heart running around to the 9 and J?

On the not unreasonable assumption that the small
is fourth best and that North holds the K then th
hearts secured by the lead will become 3 by cashin
A and leading towards the Q. Thus continuing he
generates one extra trick.

Similarly we have two tricks on top in spades and
could use the J 10 combination to force a third t
there.

Diamonds also provides us with 2 top tricks, with a
break being the main chance of a third trick in that
though of course sometimes the QJ are doubleton.
As for clubs, we have no tricks on top there, but the
will produce two in time if we knock-out the A and K|

We see that clubs is the best source of extra tricks
that diamonds has no guarantee of producing more

Your Bid
Q2 Thursday, you are green against red, ¢
KQ92 vyour left hand opponent opens 2H wee
K103 Partner doubles for take-out and your rig
KQ65 hand opponent passes. Your bid.

Hipartner presumably has at least opening values, anc
Ct\%q]uld normally hope 4+ spades. 3NT looks an ei
make, but given the colour pass, converting to penal
is surely better. It looks as if EW have little more th
10 points between them, and even the distributio
alues associated with a weak 2 are unlikely to br
them close to 8 tricks.

heart
e 2 Q2
 the KQ92
arts K103
KQ65
1098743 A5
- A107654
Q542 97
33 1072 843
sUit, KJ6
J83
. AJ86
suit AJ9

digre are 11 tricks available in NT for 460, so y
tieguld need to take 2H two down doubled for 500

the AK on top. It seems reasonable then that we alt&eat this. Best defence takes it 5 off for 1400, so thel

clubs first, and leave diamonds to the opposition.

76
K10654
9853
K6

Q9532
9

QJ
A7532

AK108
AJ7
10764
J9

J4
Q832
AK?2
Q1084

North wins the club switch at T2 but has no g
continuation. Even if declarer ducks a diamond sw
so that South gets on lead the defence has nowhg
go and the only question is how many overtricks W
will make.

some room for error in defence to still enjoy a bum
payout for passing the double.

| confess | don't like doubling with the South hand fol
doesn't provide convincing support for many unk
suits. Equally | don't like passing with a 15 coul
though it looks likely that there is a fairly narrow ran
of strengths for partner where we cannot score more
defeating hearts than making a contract our way. °
other option would be to come in with an off-cent
2NT on the South hand. Right sort of point count, p
about the heart stop. Pass, 2NT, X would be my orde
preference, though no doubt other opinions
available.

If South passed North would come in with 2NT, f
»dgey do have a sensible heart stop, and South w
it§@me to life with 3NT.

ere to

eBut if South did double I'd expect North to pass. Or |
possibly bid 3NT. 3C, simply showing their suit,
likely to be a disaster, for South cannot tell that No
has any significant values and so will pass.




Around TheClub

This weeks winners were
Monday (9 tables): Russell White & Jeremy Harris
Tuesday F2F (8 tables): Bernard & Sabina Houssin

Tuesday BBO (6 tables):
Amanda Etherington & Martyn Harris

Thursday am (5 tables):
David Airey & Jennifer Whalley

Thursday BBO (5 tables):
= Andrew Smith & Dudley Hargreaves
= Hilary Paarker & Gay Talbot
= Alan Wearmouth & Martyn Harris

Total 33 tables for the week.

The club season ended on 31st July. Compet
winners were:

Ellis Cup (Championship Teams)

Mike & Sally-Ann Rothwell
Martyn Harris & Robin Rose

Babs Matthews & John Farmer
Tim Matthews & lan Reeves

Russell White & Jeremy Harris,
John Nichols & Robert Boyd

Carson Cup (Championship Pairs)
62.6 Mike Howse & Martyn Harris
61.4 Mike & Sally-Ann Rothwell
58.5 Jeremy Harris & Russell White

N

Summer Cup (ThursBBO)
64.72 Alan Wearmouth & Martyn Harris
64.66 Mike & Sally-Ann Rorhwell
59.16 Irene & Ray Gregory

Monday Cup (playersbelow Advanced M aster)
56.19 Brian Smith & John Nicholls

55.13 Robert Boyd & Steven Barron

53.38 Janice Hornby & Janice Mitchell

N

Hargreaves Cup (Tues F2F playersbelow 8 NGS)
1= 65.66 Debbie & Roger Wilkinson
3 64.35 Robert Boyd

Summer Plate (Tues BBO, handicapped)
1 61.70 Amanda Etherington & Martyn Harris
2 61.49 Ray & Irene Gregory
3 60.73 Ina Gray & Mary Anne Peden

Wraight Cup (Below Advanced Master, handicap)
Autumn: Helen Finch & Moira Williams

Spring: Bernard Houssin & Bob Churchward

Betty Limb (Individual)
1 Anne Urquhart, 2= Robert Harvey & Martyn Harris

Pro-Am
1 Mike Howse & Andrew Smith
2 Tim Harrison & Bob Stow
3 Martyn Harris & Jennifer Whalley

Leading averages for the season for those playin
least 10 time in the relevant sessions were

Monday
1 58.06 Russell White & Jeremy Harris
2 58.05 Mike & Sally-Ann Rothwell
3 57.96 Mike Howse & Martyn Harris

tion
1

2
3

Tuesday F2F
57.71 Andrew Peill & Steven Barron
57.24 David & Shirley Harris
55.73 Roger & Debbie Wilkinson

Tuesday BBO
57.59 Ray & Irene Gregory
56.09 Amanda Etherington & Martyn Harris
55.60 John Maclachlan & Robin Rose

N

Thursday
58.58 Mike & Sally-Ann Rothwell
58.54 Alan Wearmouth & Martyn Harris
52.94 Irene & Ray Gregory

N

| welcome any comments or queries sent me
martyn@orpheusmail.co.uk though they may be u
in future issues should | choose to produce such.
they may not. You have been warned.

NB, | do try replying to mails raising a specific point,
if | seem to ignore you do check your spam folder ai
a day or three.

Martyn Harris
spadeilike on BBO
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