§26. Opening Leads Against No-trump Contracts.
Notes on the basic principles to be taught in this section.

e Basic defence is taught in 85 (lead from long suits, play third hand high, return partner’s suit
and the like). This section revises those and also introduces one of Andrew Robson’s phrases:
“Lead Low for Like and Lead High for Hate”

e This lesson extends certain ideas, showing when negative leads from weak or short suits may
be appropriate.

e The Auction Slips display the recommended opening lead in an unconventional format (it's at
the bottom right-hand corner). Teachers may wish to cut these leads off, giving no guidance, or
force students to make a lead face downwards before getting one of the other players to reveal
what they should have led. This is all up to the teacher.

Four hands need setting up (overleaf); two are full deals (Hands 1 & 4), two are not (“Hands” 2 & 3). In
the latter cases the West cards are irrelevant and have been greyed out.

Hand 1 (Hand 1 in the student notes, South is declarer in 3NT) shows a typical tempo hand.

South can count ten tricks in 3NT (four Spades, one Heart, three slow Diamonds and two Clubs) but
East-West have the tempo. West leads a low Heart and East-West can set up four Heart tricks and
the ¢A before South can establish his Diamonds. It is a classic “race”, with the defence destined to
win because they go first.

The defensive points to note (and to make to the class) are that...

West should lead his fourth-highest Heart (the ¥5);

East must play the vQ (third player plays high);

On gaining the lead with the ¢A East must lead back a Heart (return your partner’s suit);
West must be aware that all his Hearts are winners.

o NP

Now, having re-established the basic rationale for leading the fourth-highest-of-your-longest-and-
strongest against No-trumps it's time to see some exceptions.

“Hand” 2 is about choices of leads against No-trump contracts after INT — 3NT by the opponents.
North, East and South correspond respectively to Examples 6, 7 and 8 in the student notes.

“Hand” 3 is also about choices of leads against No-trump contracts, but here the opponents’ bidding
may guide the choice — or suggest that certain suits are not led.

North, East and South correspond respectively to Examples 9, 10 and 11 in the student notes.

Hand 4 (which does not appear in the student notes) shows how a defender may be thinking and how
the defence may co-operate. East is declarer in 3NT.
(This deal is played out fully — and explained — in VuBridge, issue 19).

South leads a low Heart against 3NT. When he sees partner's vJ and declarer’'s YA (best) he can
deduce that East holds the ¥A K 10. (How? This point is well worth discussion with a class).

With eight top tricks, declarer should play on Clubs, as he has to set up at least one winner there.

South has two reasons not to play the #K on the lead of a low Club at trick two. Firstly, he cannot
afford to be on play as a further Heart lead from his side of the table cannot help the defence (it must
give away a trick). Secondly, the King is his potential entry to the long Hearts. This is why we advise
second player plays low. Alternatively: leave it to partner. Note the effect of rising with the #K(!)

After taking the #A North leads a Heart (return your partner’s suit), through the ¥K 10. If allowed to
take the ¥Q South must play another; to set up Hearts with an entry to reach them.
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Hand 1 “Hand” 2
South plays in 3NT; ¥5 lead.

4 AK3 4652

v106 vKJ95

¢ KJIT72 +QJ108

*K743 *94
49642 N 487 4aAKQ3 N 2aJ4
vKJ853 | | vQ742 vYA32 w gl YQ1076
+9 ¢A853 +K5 ¢A943
*Q82 S 2J95 *AKJ7 S #1085

4QJ105 2410987

vYA9 v84

+Q1064 +762

&#A106 Q632

“Hand” 3 Hand 4

East plays in 3NT; ¥4 lead.

4975 4aQJ942

v65432 vJ82

¢542 49752

&84 & A
aK42 N 4AQ10 4K53 N aA76
YAQ97 vJ8 v75 vyAK10
+AKQJ [V Fl 41008 sAKQ4 [V Elaus
&KJ s 2Q9532 Q632 S #J10975

4J863 4108

YK 10 vQ9643

+763 +1063

*#A1076 *+K84
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