Dr. Reza Khatib

A life spent helping others ( (

It doesnt
take abrain
surgeon to
enjoy and
promote
the game of
bridge, but
if it did, Dr.
Reza Khatib
could be
your man.
Reza, now
90, was
bitten by
the bridge bug early in his profession-
al life as a celebrated neurologist and
brain surgeon. He's been a player, di-
rector and bridge teacher, and numer-
ous tournaments and bridge clubs in
New York and Florida have enjoyed
his continued financial support right
up to this age of COVID,

A resident of New York for many
years, Reza supported learning
activities for younyg players that were
provided through the Nassau -Suffolk
Bridge Association. He was a major
sponsor in support of sectional tour-
naments on Long Island.

Reza and wife of 58 years, Geor-
glanna, spend most of their time in
Florida these days. Reza developed
Khatib Bridge Youth, a project the
doctor still hopes to expand with
additional promotion and financial
support.

And as the snowbirds return to
the Piper's Landing Yacht & Country
Club in Palm City FL, Reza and other
residents work to restart their own
seasonal duplicate game, just as in
previous years.

The club’s manager, Harry Falk, a
retired national tournament director,
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offered high praise for Reza.

“Reza i3 one of the most generous
men I've ever known,” said Falk.
“When we raised funds to buy our
own building, we had a great deal of
trouble finding a place. When we fi-
nally did, we were somewhat short of
the funds we needed to close the deal.
He stepped up with a major contribu-
tion to help make our dream a reality.
In addition, he frequently makes
donations when we have a special
event scheduled at the club. And he
made a major contribution to the club
in memory of my mother.

“Reza is a very determined person.
When he gets involved with a proj-
ect, he dives headlong into it. This
was especially true in his efforts to
promote youth bridge. His efforts in
flelds outside of the bridge world are
most impressive,

“Health concerns may limit oppor-
tunities for face-to-face play at the
club these days, but Reza remains an
active online virtual club player, and
his presence is always felt.”

Professional and community life
Reza's remarkable career reflects
his lifelong commit-
ments to medicine and
to rendering commu-
nity service to people
of all faiths As an
internationally re-
nowned neurosurgeon,
his clinical accom-
plishments have been
responsible for major
breakthroughs in the
diagnosis and treat-
ment of brain cancers,
aneurysms and skull-

based tumor surgery. In the spring
of 2017, he received a Healtheare
and Health Services Sage Award, an
honor given by the Council on Aging
of Martin County FL, to recognize
senlors who continue to use their
wisdom and talents to better the
world around them.

Reza works tirelessly to bring peo-
ple together. After the heartbreaking
attacks of 9/11, Reza worked first
with St. Joseph's College and more
recently with the University of Mary
Washington in Virginia, to maintain
the Khatib Chair for Study of Com-
parative Religions and a spirit of
philanthropy. “We don't get to choose
the religious heritage we are born
into, and we all need to get along.”
stated Reza. Encouraging under-
standing and mutual respect among
those of all cultures and faiths has re-
mained a central theme of Reza's life,

Reza remembers when he was only
10 years old, in Mashhad, Iran, a
popular public official and security
officer whom he admired sustained
a head injury in the line of duty. He
died within a few hours. The autopsy
revealed an epidural hematoma, and

Georglanna and Reza Khatib. “George” graduated from
St Joseph's College and was a teacher and ater principal
for the Manhattan Schodl for the Language and Hearng

Impaired in New York



George and Reza created the Mashhad Clinic and Learning Canter in Iran, shown here
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Reza learned that a neurosurgeon
would have been able to save the
man’s life. It was at that moment, de-
spite his tender age, that Reza decid-
ed to become a neurosurgeon

From his first year of residency
assisting surgeries, Reza was greatly
saddened and professionally frus-
trated by the fate of patients suffer-
ing from glioblastoma multiforme
(GBM), a particularly devastating
form of brain cancer. Reza's primary
cause has been the eradication of
GBM, and he has remained extremely
active during his later professiomal
life, whether as practitioneror
philanthropist.

Reza's impact on healthcare
recently extended to Alzheimer's
disease when Georgianna received
an Alzheimer’s diagnosis in 2015 and
started medication. Reza was skep-
tical and arranged for consultations
and further testing with Mount Sinai
Medical Center. There, it was dis-
covered that Georgie's diagnosis was
not accurate. Impaired blood flow
- rather than Alzheimer’s - was the
culprit, and a cardiac pacemaker the
remedy. They were able to determine
this through a specialized test called
an amyloid PET (positron emission

Their sponsorshep continueas 1o this day

tomography) scan, which can detect
the presence of certain markers of
Alzheimer’s as well as provide in-
formation about blood flow and how
your body is using oxygen and sugar.
Rezarecognized that PET scan-
ning would be prohibitively expensive
for many patients and rarely covered
by most medical insurance programs.
With over 8 million Americans
suffering from Alzheimer’s, mighta
significant number of those patients
also be misdiagnosed and mistreated
for what amounted to purely finan-
cial reasons? Reza arranged for a
pilot project to be instituted through
the Kane Center and the University
of Miami to conduct the required
testing without charge. The study
is not yet complete but seems to be
revealing that a substantial minority
of patients do, in fact, have PET scans
that are normal and are very possibly
free of Alzheimer’s. More results and
analyses are needed - along with col-
laborative efforts to make a broader
array of diagnostic methods available
and affordable for suspected Alzhei-
mer's patients and their families. @

~-SILVER SECTIONALS AT SEA-

WEDITERRANEAN CLASSICS - BARCELONA TO VENICE

with Marjorie Michelin & Ellis Feiganbaum

May 2- 14 2022
On Board the Five Star Oceania Marina

MARJORIE MICHELIN
Grand Life Master,

Spring 2020 WEF Ondime
Cramplon, Certified ACSL
Bridge structor

ELLIS FENGENBAUM
Platimum |fo Master,

Israeh Natwnal Chamgrcn,
Centified ACBL Bridge Director

Ports of Call: Barcelona, Malorca Spain; Marsedles, Francs;
Monte Carlo, Mamaca; Livorna,/Florence, Chitavecchia/Romey
Naples, Raly; At Sea, Kotor, Nontenegro; Dubrownik, Croatix
Koper, Siovenia; Venics (Overnight), Italy

PACIIC COAST TREASURES - LOS ANGELES TO VANCOUVER BC.
with Marjorie Michelin & Ellis Feiganbaum
June 14 - 23, 2022
Onboard 6 Star Crystal Serenity

MARJORIE MICHEUIN
Grand Ufe Master,
Spring 2020 WEF Onliee
Cramplon, Certifiod ACBL
Bridge instructor

ELLIS FEIGENBAUM
Platimam Life Master,

Israed National Chamngion,
Centified ACBL Bridge Director

Ports of Calt: LA (San Pedro), Santa Barbara, Montterey,
San Francisco (Ovemight), At Sea, Astoria, Seattle,
Victoria, 8. C, Vancouver, BC.

BLACK SEA INTENSIVE VOYAGE
with Alan & Debbie Gailfus

September 6 - 17, 2022
Onboard the 5 Star Azamara Journey

DEBBIE & ALAN GAILFUS
Platinum Life Masters &
ACBL Certified Bridge
Instructors & Directors

Ports of Calk Istanbul (ovemight), Vama, Bulgaria;
Corstant, Romaniz; Odesta (Overnight), Urane; Cruise
the Bosphorus Strait; Canakicale, Turkey, Kavall, Greece;
Thessalonkd, Greece; Athens (Overnight), Greece.

2 Liz Nixon's

World of Crulse & Travel
888-400-CRUZ (2789)
or 760-214-8999

‘ www iznixonsworldoftravel.com
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