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What a suspense watching the Open fi nal today. Both Egypt and South Africa have off ered 
all Bridge affi  cionados not only the kind of bridge we love to watch in the big events but 
thrilling moments, board after board, and, this time, this tiny little advantage earned on 
the last board by South Africa. Thank you to both teams and congratulations to South 
Africa for winning the most prestigious African title and to both South Africa and Egypt 
for representing Zone 8 in Marrakech.

In the other “Ladies” fi nal, we watched the Atlas Lion’s roar with a very convincing 
win against South Africa; an impressive come-back after a laborious journey during the 
round robin. Congratulations to Morocco Ladies for winning the other prestigious Afri-
can title and wishing them the best preparation for the World Teams Championships in 
their country. Congratulations to South Africa Ladies and good luck in Marrakech. Last, 
but not least, congratulations to Egypt Ladies who have qualifi ed for Marrakech against 
the Tunisian Ladies.

In summary, for Marrakech, we will have 4 Moroccan teams, 4 Egyptian teams, 3 South 
African teams and one Tunisian team.

A big “Thank you” to all NBOs who did their best to successfully accomplish this sec-
ond week of our Zonal Championship. We are also grateful to the TD Team led by Waleed, 
and to every local monitor, who, together, supervised this second week’s encounters with 
such professionalism and dedication. Hard luck to all other teams. 

A special mention to the fi rst three pairs in each category’ butler during the Round 
Robin phase: 

Ladies

Nada Wattar and Catherine Pascal (Egypt) with 0,784 IMPs/Board (144 boards)

Dina El Awady and Hoda Soliman (Egypt) with 0,78 IMPs/board (128 boards)

Meriem Dori and Aicha Daldoul (Tunisia) with 0,30 IMPs/Board (96 boards)
Continued on following page



Page 2 - Bulletin 16 Sunday 4th June g y

Open

Craig Gower and Alon Apteker (South Africa) with 1,14 IMPs/Board (144 boards)

Sherif Noshy and Moaz Hammam (Egypt) with 1,04 IMPs/Board (160 boards)

Neville Eber and Hennie Fick (South Africa) with 1,03 IMPs/Board (160 boards)

In conclusion, I was personally extremely happy to meet all our friends on-line, our 
Zone 8 bridge family is great, and, in two years, we are determined to hold our next Zonal 
trials “Live” after many years spent on-line. I am looking forward to meeting all the qual-
ifi ed teams in Marrakech and there will be a special welcome “cocktail” off ered by Zone 8 
during the fi rst week.

Goodbye and a very warm thank you

Bernard Pascal

Morocco Women Team (L to R) Leila 
Benmlih, Samira Teber, Hayat Hachimi, Leila 
Kabbaj, Graziella Nabil, Khadija Marrakchi

At the previous championships of two years ago in the Open Championship, South Africa 
lost in the fi nal to Egypt by 1.5 IMPs which came on the last board. This year the roles 
were reversed when South Africa scored 3 IMPs on the fi nal board to go from losing by 1.5 
IMPs to winning by 1.5 IMPs.

Deja Vu
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Champs: South Africa Open Team (L to R) 
Robert Stephens, Craig Gower, Neville Eber, 
Hennie Fick, Bernard Donde, Alon Apteker

Runner up: Egypt Open Team down L to R 
Mohamed Heshmat, Moaaz Hammam, Raafat El 
Sayyad Up L to R Ahmed Hussein, Motaz Fouda, 

Sherif Noshy, Wael Adel
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MoroccoOpen and Womwn Teams: (Lto R) IKhadija Marrakchi  , Hayat 
Hachimi , Leila Kabbaj , Leila Benmlih, Chafi ka Tak-Tak, Stephane Dahan, 

Fatim Lahlou, Mohammed Ammor, Ismail Chamar

Kenya Open Team (L to R) IRamula Shah, 
Chandrakant V Shah, Aruna Shah, Bhanumati 

Shah, Samina Ismail, Saleem Ud Deen

Reunion Open: (L to R) Gabriel Melin, Régine 
Wan Hoi, Patrick Hamel, Catherine Aouate, 

Jean-Luc Neulat, Christian Giraud

Kenya Women: (L to R) Sejal Shah, Vimla Vir-
jee, Punam Shah, Bijal Shah, Samira Dedhia 

Soni, Rupal shah

Egypt Women: (L to R) Nada Moussa, Nada 
Wattar, Catherine Pascal, Hoda Soliman, Mar-

guerite Homsy, Dina Ali

South Africa Women: (L to R) Nicola Bateman, 
Carol Stanton, Tas Nestoridis, Roz Bernstein, 

Sharon Lang, Venessa Armstrong

Tunisia Women: (L to R) Hedia Sellami, Jalila 
Ghodhbane, Meriem Daldoul, Maissa Farhani, 

Aicha Daldoul, Ferdous Trabelsi
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The third session of the Women Championship had 
Egypt trailing Morocco by 44 IMPs. They were in 
desperate need of a win to go into the fi nal session 
with a chance of qualifying for the fi nal.

Board 33. Dealer North. None Vul.Board 33. Dealer North. None Vul.

♠  J 8 5 2
♥  Q 3
♦  Q J 7 5
♣  9 7 5

♠  K Q 3 ♠  A 7 4
♥  J 6 4 ♥  A K 9 7
♦ 10 2 ♦  A K 9 8 6
♣  K Q J 6 2 

N

W E

S ♣  4
♠ 10 9 6
♥ 10 8 5 2
♦  4 3
♣  A 10 8 3

Open Room

 West North East South
 Leila Wattar Khadija Homsy

 –  Pass 1♦  Pass
2♣  Pass 2♥  Pass

 3NT  Pass  4NT  Pass
5♣  Pass  6NT All Pass

I suspect 4NT was quantative and if so a Pass from 
West would be the best bid. Virtually declarer’s only 
hope was ♦QJx onside, close but no cigar and so
the contract drifted two off .

Closed Room

 West North East South
 Dina Nabil Moussa Samira

 –  Pass 1♦  Pass
2♣  Pass 2♥  Pass
2♠  Pass  2NT  Pass

 3NT  Pass  4NT  Pass
5♣  Pass 5♠  Pass
5NT All Pass

After the Blackwood response denying an ace East 
manoeuvred the contract back to no-trumps. The 
lead was the ♠10 taken in dummy. The ♦10 passed
successfully but the ♦2 was covered by jack and

king. Two more rounds of diamonds established the 
thirteenth and gave the lead to North who exited 
with the ♥Q making it easy for declarer to give up
a club and claim. 11 IMPs to Egypt.

Board 35. Dealer South. E/W Vul.Board 35. Dealer South. E/W Vul.

♠  Q J 9 8 2
♥  3
♦  Q 6 3
♣  A J 10 4

♠  7 5 ♠  K 4 3
♥  7 5 4 2 ♥  K Q 8
♦  A 8 4 2 ♦  K J 10 7 5
♣  9 5 3 

N

W E

S ♣  Q 8
♠  A 10 6
♥  A J 10 9 6
♦ 9
♣  K 7 6 2

Open Room

 West North East South
 Leila Wattar Khadija Homsy

– – – 1♥
 Pass 1♠  Pass 2♣
 Pass 3♣ All Pass

I cannot see a way forward for South after the 3♣
bid, perhaps North might temporise with 2♦ and
then when South shows three spades she can invite 
or bid the spade game as she sees fi t. If South can-
not bid no-trumps or show three spades then you 
can go back to clubs. Declarer made ten tricks with-
out much eff ort.

Closed Room

 West North East South
 Dina Nabil Moussa Samira

– – – 1♥
 Pass 1♠   2♦ Double
 Pass 3♠  Pass 4♠

 All Pass.
East made life easier here as after her intervention 
South could make a support double showing three 
spades and the major-suit game was soon reached. 
The king of hearts opening lead was taken with the 
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ace and a diamond played towards dummy, West 
rose with the ace and switched to a small club to 
the ♣10, queen and king. A heart was ruff ed in hand
and a diamond in dummy. Another heart ruff  felled 
the ♥K and now a spade to ♠10 held and declarer
cashed the ace of trumps and played a good heart 
discarding her remaining diamond and holding the 
defence to just the master trump so making plus 
one and 8 IMPs to Morocco

Board 40. Dealer West. None Vul.Board 40. Dealer West. None Vul.

♠  A 8 7 5 3
♥  4 3 2
♦ J
♣  Q 7 6 4

♠  J 9 6 ♠  Q 10
♥  K J 8 7 ♥  A 10 6 5
♦  8 6 5 4 2 ♦  A Q
♣  A 

N

W E

S ♣  K J 9 5 2
♠  K 4 2
♥  Q 9
♦  K 10 9 7 3
♣ 10 8 3

Open Room

 West North East South
 Leila Wattar Khadija Homsy

 Pass  Pass  1NT  Pass
2♣  Pass 2♥  Pass
4♥ All Pass

South chose the ♣8 for her opening lead, won
in dummy with the ace. Declarer played ace and 
another heart picking up the trump queen and took 
a third round resting in dummy. A losing diamond 
fi nesse followed and South got off  lead with another 
diamond. Declarer tried a spade but the defence 
cashed their two spade tricks and got off  lead with 
a diamond and now declarer could choose between 
losing a diamond or a club for one off .

Closed Room

 West North East South
 Dina Nabil Moussa Samira

 Pass  Pass 1♥  Pass
1♦  Pass 1♥  Pass
3♥  Pass 4♥ All Pass

South made the unfortunate lead of the ♦10 – not
a lead I would have made, declarer won with the 
queen and cashed the ace of clubs and was no doubt 
surprised when he lead a diamond from dummy it 
was ruff ed by North. Now the defence played three 
rounds of spades which meant declarer could now 
crossruff  in relative safety to ten tricks and the 
same number of IMPs.

At the end of the session Egypt had clawed back 
23 IMPs but that still left a gap of 21 to be closed 
in the fi nal session.
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In the last session of the semi-fi nals, the only 
match that was close was that between the two 
Women Teams, Egypt and Morocco. The match was 
not a spectacle and the play generally fairly dull. 
Egypt never got into their stride and lost 3I MPs 
in the session so Morocco qualifi ed for the fi nal 
against South Africa.

We shall take a look at a couple of interesting 
hands and see how they panned out in the other 
two semi-fi nals.

Board 6. Dealer East. E/W Vul.Board 6. Dealer East. E/W Vul.

♠  Q J 5
♥  K J 8 7 3
♦  Q J
♣  8 7 5

♠  8 ♠  A K 9 3 2
♥  A 9 6 4 2 ♥  Q
♦  A K 10 ♦  9 7 4 2
♣  A K Q 6 

N

W E

S ♣  J 9 3
♠ 10 7 6 4
♥ 10 5
♦  8 6 5 3
♣ 10 4 2

In the Open semi-fi nal Egypt were playing against 
Tunisia

Open Room

 West North East South
 Meddeb Hammam Skander Noshy

 –  –  Pass  Pass
1♥  Pass 1♠  Pass
3♣  Pass 4♣  Pass
4♦  Pass 4♥  Pass

 4NT  Pass 5♦  Pass
6♣ All Pass

An interesting auction, seemingly unable to stop 
before the six-level. Eyeing his dummy West must 
have had doubts about the outcome of his contract. 
He received the opening lead of a trump which he 
won in dummy with the ♣J. A heart to hand and
a heart ruff  before returning to hand with a dia-
mond, noting the fall of the queen. Another heart 
was lead and ruff ed in dummy but overruff ed by 

South who exited with a diamond and now when 
the other diamond honour fell declarer had the rest 
of the tricks. South needed to get off  lead with a 
spade as that means declarer can no longer get to 
dummy to cash that precious ♦9.

Closed Room

 West North East South
 Adel Ali Elsayyad Anis

 –  –  Pass  Pass
2♦*   2♥ All Pass
2♦weak two or 20-22 with a major

I have no idea what happened here but some-
one forgot to bid, presumably West. The contract 
went fi ve off , but no double, no trouble. 15 IMPs 
to Tunisia.
In the Women semi-fi nal between South Africa 
and Tunisia

Open Room

 West North East South
 Lili Nestoridis Dorai Bateman

 –  –  Pass  Pass
2♣  Pass 2♦  Pass
2♥  Pass 2♠  Pass

 2NT  Pass 3♦  Pass
 3NT  Pass  6NT All Pass

There was just no source of tricks, declarer found 
out about the good news in the diamond suit but 
that still only meant eleven tricks.

Closed Room

 West North East South
 ClosedW ClosedN ClosedE ClosedS
 Armstrong Ghodhbane Stanton 
Hediasellami

 –  –  Pass  Pass
1♥  Pass 1♠  Pass
3♣  Pass 3♦  Pass
3NT All Pass

Our fourth pair and our fourth diff erent contract 
and this time the correct one. 13 IMPs to South 
Africa.
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Board 13. Dealer North. All Vul.Board 13. Dealer North. All Vul.

♠  K J 10
♥  Q 10 9 7
♦  K 9 8
♣  5 4 3

♠  A 6 5 4 3 2 ♠  Q 9 7
♥  K 5 4 2 ♥  J
♦ 10 2 ♦  7 5 4
♣  9 

N

W E

S ♣  Q J 10 7 6 2
♠ 8
♥  A 8 6 3
♦  A Q J 6 3
♣  A K 8

Open Room

 West North East South
 Meddeb Hammam Skander Noshy

 –  Pass  Pass 1♦
2♠ 2NT 3♠   3NT

 All Pass
East simplifi ed declarer’s task when she elected 
to lead the queen of spades which declarer took 
with the king. Declarer cashed the ♦K to confi rm
that the diamonds were running and then played 
a heart to the ace, dropping East’s jack. Another 
heart towards hand saw West go in with her king 
and play back a spade. Now declarer had the rest 
of the tricks, making twelve in all.

Closed Room

 West North East South
 Adel Ali Elsayyad Anis

 –  Pass  Pass 1♠
2♠ Double   3♠   4♥

 All Pass
North preferred a negative double to a no-trump 
bid and South knowing of four hearts in the North 
hand bid the major-suit game. The lead of the ♣9

was won in hand with the ace. A spade from hand 
saw dummy’s jack inserted, losing to East’s queen 
and promptly the queen of clubs came back, cov-
ered by the king and ruff ed by West who exited with 
a diamond taken in dummy. Declarer now played 
the ♠K from dummy, discarding his losing club, to
West’s ace but with the position of the heart king 
he could not avoid the loss of a fourth trick.

Open Room

 West North East South
 Lili Nestoridis Dorai Bateman

 –  Pass  Pass 1♦
 Pass 1♥  Pass 4♥

With no interference it was North who declared the 
contract. East led the queen of clubs taken with ace. 
A small heart went to the ♠10 and East’s jack. Now
the ♣J was covered by the king and ruff ed by West
who then cashed his ace of spades knowing the king 
of hearts was good for the setting trick. The defence 
made three of their four trumps – maybe declarer 
could have handled the trump suit diff erently

Closed Room

 West North East South
 Armstrong Ghodhbane Stanton Hediasellami

 –  Pass  Pass 1♦
 Pass 1♥  Pass 4♥

Same auction, same lead, but at trick two declarer 
cashed the ace of trumps before playing another, 
then a diamond was cashed before another heart 
was played, West taking her king and exiting with 
the last trump. Declarer cashed her diamond win-
ners and the king of clubs and when she led a spade 
in the two-card ending she made one of them for 
an overtrick and 13 IMPs.

Egypt in the Open and South Africa in the 
Women progressed to the fi nals.
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The Women Championship fi nal was between 
South Africa and Morocco.

Board 5. Dealer North. N/S Vul.Board 5. Dealer North. N/S Vul.

♠  K 8 7
♥  K 10
♦  A Q 10 6 3
♣  9 6 4

♠  5 ♠  A Q J 9 4 2
♥  7 6 5 4 3 ♥  A Q 8
♦  K J 9 8 ♦ 5
♣  Q 3 2 

N

W E

S ♣  A K 7
♠ 10 6 3
♥  J 9 2
♦  7 4 2
♣  J 10 8 5

Open Room

 West North East South
 Leila Bernstein Khadija Lang

– 1♦ Double  Pass
2♥  Pass 3♦  Pass

 3NT  Pass  4NT  Pass
5♣  Pass 5♠  Pass
5NT All Pass

You may have fi ve hearts but you only have a six 
count and a lot of losers. 5NT was always going to 
be a struggle. North made a passive lead of a club 
taken in hand with the queen. A small spade to the 
jack held and ace another saw North on lead with 
her king and played another club to dummy’s king. 
The winning spades were cashed and then a dia-
mond to the jack and North’s queen saw her cash 
the ♦A and exit with a club and sit back and wait
for a heart trick and the contract two off .

Closed Room

 West North East South
 Armstrong Nabil Stanton Samira

– 1♦ Double  Pass
1♥  Pass 3♠  Pass
4♠ All Pass

South decided on leading her strong suit and chose 

the ♣J to declarer’s ace. The ace of spades and the
queen was taken by North’s king. Another club 
was won in hand and the outstanding trumps were 
drawn. Declarer still had a club entry to dummy to 
take a successful fi nesse in hearts to bring home 
her contract– note she did not waste dummy’s only 
entry to take a spade fi nesse – she was always going 
to have to give up a trump trick so the fi nesse was 
of little use. 11 IMPs to South Africa.

Board 7. Dealer South. All Vul.Board 7. Dealer South. All Vul.

♠ 10 9 7 5
♥  3 2
♦  K 9 6 4
♣  K J 2

♠  A K Q ♠  8 6 4 3
♥  A Q J ♥  6 5
♦  A 8 5 2 ♦  J 10 3
♣ 10 9 6 

N

W E

S ♣  Q 8 4 3
♠  J 2
♥  K 10 9 8 7 4
♦  Q 7
♣  A 7 5

Open Room

 West North East South
 Leila Bernstein Khadija Lang

– – – 1♥
 Double 1♠  Pass 2♥

Double  Pass 3♣ All Pass
South led her jack of spades, perforce taken in 
dummy and the ♣10 was led which ran round to
South’s ace. The queen of diamonds was taken by 
the ace and a club saw North win with the king. He 
cashed the king of diamonds and gave his partner a 
ruff . The spade exit was taken in dummy and came 
to hand with a diamond ruff  and then made the 
mistake of cashing the queen of clubs. One heart 
fi nesse could be taken but there was now no route 
back to hand to take a second one and so hearts 
had to be played off  the dummy meaning one down.
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Closed Room

 West North East South
 Armstrong Nabil Stanton Samira

– – – 2♥
3NT All Pass

The defence lost a tempo when a heart was led 
to the ♥10 and jack. The ♣9 from hand held the
trick and a small diamond to the ♦10 and South’s
queen and the ♥K followed taken by declarer’s ace
and now a diamond towards the jack established 
declarer’s ninth trick and 12 IMPs.

Board 10. Dealer East. All Vul.Board 10. Dealer East. All Vul.

♠  K 9 4
♥  6 5 2
♦ 2
♣  Q J 8 6 5 4

♠  A J 5 3 2 ♠ 10 8 7 6
♥  9 ♥  A K Q 10 3
♦  J 5 ♦  K Q 3
♣  A K 10 3 2 

N

W E

S ♣  9
♠ Q
♥  J 8 7 4
♦  A 10 9 8 7 6 4
♣  7

Open Room

 West North East South
 Leila Bernstein Khadija Lang

– – 1♥   2♦
2♠  Pass 4♠ All Pass

North led his singleton diamond to South’s ace and 
a diamond returned for North to ruff  but that was 
the end of the defence – North would come to her 
trump king in the fulness of time but declarer was 
not going to lose any other tricks.

Closed Room

 West North East South
 Armstrong Nabil Stanton Samira

– – 1♥  Pass
1♠  Pass 3♠  Pass
4♣  Pass 4♦  Pass
4NT Oass 5♣  Pass
5♠ All Pass

Five Spades looked a safe spot until North led a 
diamond and South won the trick and returned the 
suit which North ruff ed. Of course there was still a 
trump trick to lose, so that was one off– unlucky. 
13 IMPs to Morocco

Board 15. Dealer South. N/S Vul.Board 15. Dealer South. N/S Vul.

♠  K J 9 8 6
♥  J 5
♦  K 6
♣  Q J 42

♠  7 2 ♠  A 4
♥ 10 9 7 6 3 ♥  A Q
♦  A 9 8 3 ♦  Q 5 4 2
♣  7 5 

N

W E

S ♣ 10 9 8 6 3
♠  Q 10 5 3
♥  K 8 4 2
♦  J 10 7
♣  A K

Open Room

 West North East South
 Leila Bernstein Khadija Lang

– – – 1♣
 Pass 1♠  Pass 2♠*
 Pass  2NT*  Pass 3♥*
 Pass 3♠ All Pass

2♠ 4♦ min
2NT Ask
3♥ 4♠ min

Why does North bother to ask? Why does North 
not just bid 4♠ - she has the ninth trump which is
worth two or more points of anybody’s money, she 
has only seven losers, everything screams ‘Game!’ It 
is not a great game to be in but if you consistently 
undervalue the ninth trump you will lose bushels 
of IMPs. Unsurprisingly declarer made an overtrick.

Closed Room

 West North East South
 Armstrong Nabil Stanton Samira

– – – 1♦
 Pass 1♠  Pass 2♠
 Pass 4♠ All Pass

Here North was in my camp of trump evaluation 
and was rewarded with not only her game but 
an overtrick when the defence made a generous 
gesture.

At the end of the session South Africa had a 
slender lead of 4 IMPs.
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Thank you all, for your help, support and bearing me during the last two weeks, I hope that 
you and your team-mates enjoyed the tournament and the organization. Please, forgive us 
for any unintended omission from our side and hope to see you very soon in live 
tournaments.
Thank you, my dear TDs friends and Monitors, for your hard work and support during the 
last two weeks.  
Congratulations to all the winners and best of luck in Marrakesh and hard luck to the rest of 
teams who didn’t make it and the best in the future events.
Till we meet again, please accept all my best wishes.

Merci à tous, pour votre aide, votre soutien et votre soutien durant la dernière semaine, j'espère que vous 
et vos coéquipiers avez apprécié le tournoi et l'organisation.
Veuillez nous excuser pour toute omission involontaire de notre part et espérons vous voir très bientôt dans 
les tournois en direct.
Merci, mes chers amis TD et moniteurs, pour votre travail acharné et votre soutien au cours des deux 
dernières semaines
Félicitations à tous les gagnants et bonne chance à Marrakech et pas de chance au reste des équipes qui 
n'ont pas réussi et le meilleur dans les événements futurs.
Jusqu'à ce que nous nous revoyions, veuillez accepter tous mes meilleurs vœux.

� ، و أتم�� أن تكونوا و أعضاء فرق�م الموقرة قد استمتعتم �ال�طولة
 أشكر�م جم�عا ع� دع�م و تحمل�م �� خلال الأسب�ع الما��

�.و التنظ�م
� أفضل حال ق���ا

�� 
�
� عن أي تقص�� غ�� مقصود من جان�نا و أتم�� أن أرا�م جم�عا

.أرجو من الجميع المعذرة ��
� نجاح ال�طولة

� و دعم�م �� � الم�ار�ات ع� مجهود�م خلال أسبوع�� � ح�ام ال�طولة  وكذلك مراق��
 .خالص الشكر لزملا��

� الدائمة لهم �التوفيق
� لم �حالفها التوفيق و تمن�ا�� � مرا�ش و حظ أفضل للفرق ال��

وك لجميع الفائ��ن و �التوفيق �� .م��
� مرة أخرى ، ل�م م�� أفضل الأمن�ات

� الق��ب العاجل و إ� أن نلت��
أفضل حال و �� �

�� 
�
.و أتم�� أن ارا�م جم�عا

Waleed El Menyawi




